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ABSTRACT: The 3d−4f mixed metallacrowns frequently
show single-molecule magnetic behavior. We have used
magnetic Compton scattering to characterize the spin
structure and orbital interactions in three isostructural
metallacrowns: Gd2Mn4, Dy2Mn4, and Y2Mn4. These data
allow the direct determination of the spin only
contribution to the overall magnetic moment. We find
that the lanthanide 4f spin in Gd2Mn4 and Dy2Mn4 is
aligned parallel to the Mn 3d spin. For Y2Mn4
(manganese-only spin) we find evidence for spin
delocalization into the O 2p orbitals. Comparing the
magnetic Compton scattering data with SQUID studies
that measure the total magnetic moment suggests that
Gd2Mn4 and Y2Mn4 have only a small orbital contribution
to the moment. In contrast, the total magnetic moment for
Dy2Mn4 MCs is much larger than the spin-only moment,
demonstrating a significant orbital contribution to the
overall magnetic moment. Overall, these data provide
direct insight into the correlation of molecular design with
molecular magnetic properties.

The discovery of single-molecule magnets (SMMs) in
polynuclear complexes, where the exchange coupling

between magnetic metal ions leads to a high-spin ground state
and an Ising-type magnetic anisotropy responsible for their
magnetic bistability, has fostered intense interest in under-
standing the complex magnetic properties of these materials.1

On the practical level, SMMs and magnetic materials have the
potential to be used as building blocks for information storage
and quantum information processing, spintronics, and magne-
tocaloric refrigeration.2−5

The first SMMs to be described were based on multinuclear
Mn complexes.6−12 Recent examples have been found based on
other 3d, 4d, and 5d transition-metal ions as well as SMMs
based on the combination of 3d and 4f ions.13−19 Such systems
typically maximize the total spin of the ground state, ST, while
retaining an Ising-type anisotropy (negative zero field splitting
parameter, D, corresponding to the spin Hamiltonian H =
D[Sz

2 − S(S + 1)/3], so that when D is negative, the ground-
state sublevel is the one with the largest MS value), since the
energy barrier for relaxation is related to ST

2 and |D|.

Unfortunately, for polynuclear complexes with a large spin
ground state ST, the |D| value is found to be small so that the
large spin of the ground state hardly compensates the weak
overall magnetic anisotropy. We have been exploring methods
to enhance magnetoanisotropy using metallacrowns (MCs) as
SMMs.20−22 The MCs are inorganic analogues of crown ethers,
and we have found that when Mn-based MCs bind 4f-elements,
they frequently show SMM properties. The presence of Jahn−
Teller distorted MnIII ions combined with lanthanide ions
having strong spin−orbital coupling may lead to high magnetic
anisotropy. Mixed d−f orbital SMMs can enhance the
anisotropic component necessary for slow magnetic relaxation
if there is sizable exchange coupling between the lanthanides
and the transition-metal ions; this in turn depends on the
degree of spin delocalization (covalency) from the metal to the
surroundings ligands.
One example of mixed d−f orbital SMMs is the family of

c o m p l e x e s [ L n I I I ( O 2 C C H 3 ) ( N O 3 ) 2 1 4 -
MCMn(III)Ln(III)(μ‑O)(μ‑OH)N(shi)-5]·3C3H7NO·7C5H5N·H2O
[where shi = salicylhydroximate3− and Ln = YIII, GdIII, TbIII,
DyIII, and HoIII].23 The structural topology includes oxime N−
O bridges between all Mn atoms and between two of the Mn
atoms and a Ln(III) that forms part of the MC ring (this
Ln(III) is designated Ln(III)out). There are also μ3-O and μ2-
OH bridges between two of the MnIII ions. Finally, there are
four Mn-O-Ln(III)in single atom bridges (originating from an
oxime linkage) between the MnIII atoms that make the metalla-
crown ring and the Ln(III) that is captured in the MC cavity,
which is designated Ln(III)in (see Figure S1). The spin
arrangement in these systems results in a large magnetic
moment and SMM behavior for the TbIII, HoIII and DyIII

systems with an effective energy barrier of 16.7 cm−1 for the
Dy2Mn4 complex. In order to understand the spin structure and
magnetic properties of these complexes better and to unravel
the role of the spin and orbital angular momentum to the total
magnetic moment, we have undertaken a series of magnetic
Compton scattering measurements of both the SMM materials
and a reference complex with unpaired spin only on the
transition-metal ions. Magnetic Compton scattering (MCS)
permits direct interrogation of the spin-polarized orbitals in
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magnetic systems.24−27 X-ray magnetic circular dichroism
(XMCD) provides complementary information; it permits
element specific measurements but does not allow a direct
measurement of the spin moment.28,29 To our knowledge, the
present work is the first application of MCS to molecular
materials.
Compton scattering results from the interaction of an

incident X-ray with an electron and thus provides a direct probe
of the electron distribution in a sample. The Compton profile,
J(pz), can be calculated from the integrated ground-state
electron momentum density as

∫ ∫ ∑ ∑ρ ρ= | | + | |↑ ↓J p p(p ) ( ( ) ( ) )dp dpz
i

i
i

i x y
2 2

(1)

If the sample has a magnetic moment and incident X-rays are
circularly polarized the Compton profile will depend on the
orientation of an applied field. The magnetic Compton profile
(MCP), Jmag(pz), is defined as the field-dependent differential
scattering:

∫ ∫ ∑ ∑ρ ρ= | | − | |↑ ↓J p p(p ) ( ( ) ( ) )dp dpz
i

i
i

i x ymag
2 2

(2)

where the spin-up and -down electron momentum densities are
represented by ρi↑(p) and ρi↓(p), respectively, and i runs over
the occupied electronic states, with the z-component of the
electron momentum, pz, chosen to lie along the direction of the
scattering vector. If a circularly polarized X-ray beam is used,
the Compton scattering will depend on Jmag(pz). The MCP can
thus be measured by determining the change in scattering
either as the polarization is switched from left- to right-
circularly polarized with a fixed field or as the magnetic field is
switched with a fixed polarization; in practice the latter is
experimentally more tractable. The flipping ratio Rsample, which
is proportional to the MCP, is defined as

∫
∫

= −
+

∝
+ −

+ −R
I I
I I

J

J

(p )dp

(p )dp
z z

z z
sample

mag

(3)

where I+ and I− are the intensities of Compton-scattered X-rays
with different magnetization directions.
The area under the MCP is directly proportional to the spin

moment of the sample. Therefore, by comparing the MCP for
an unknown with the MCP of a known material, the spin-only
moment of a sample, μsample, can be determined. We compared
Rsample to RFe, the flipping ratio for Fe measured under the same
experimental conditions. If Msample and MFe are defined as the
effective number of electrons contributing to the total inelastic
scattering for the sample and for Fe, respectively, then

μ μ=
⎛
⎝⎜

⎞
⎠⎟

M R

M Rsample Fe
sample sample

Fe Fe (4)

Since the spin moment for Fe is well-known (2.1 μB),
30 eq 4

allows direct determination of the spin-only portion of the
magnetic moment for a sample.
In addition to providing the spin moment, the MCP is also

sensitive to the details of the electronic structure. Since the
shape of the Compton profile is different for each orbital, we
are able to determine the relative contributions of p-, d- (eg and
t2g), and f-orbitals to the spin magnetic moment. Within the
impulse approximation, the MCP is sensitive only to the spin
magnetic moment, S and not to the orbital moment L.31,32

Unlike XMCD, MCPs are equally sensitive to all spin polarized
electrons, regardless of their binding energy and the symmetry
of their wave functions.
The MCP of Gd2Mn4 is shown in Figure 1 and that for

Dy2Mn4 in Figure S2. For both complexes the MCP is quite

broad, reflecting the significant 4f contribution. However, in
both cases, the MCP could only be fit by including
contributions from both 4f and 3d (both t2g and eg). Although
the t2g and the eg components of the 3d MCPs were allowed to
refine independently, the observed best fits gave the expected
3:1 ratio of t2g:eg spin for a high-spin MnIII. The quantitative
fitting results at each measured temperature are given in Table
1. As expected, the magnetic character of each complex is
dominated by the Ln-4f orbitals.
The MCP for Y2Mn4 is shown in Figure 2. The profile here is

noticeably narrower, as expected given the absence of unpaired
f-electrons in YIII. Although the MCP is dominated by Mn 3d
components, it was not possible to obtain a good fit to the
detailed shape at low pz without including a small amount of
oxygen 2p scattering. This provides direct evidence for spin
delocalization into the oxygen 2p orbitals or spin polarization of
Mn 3d−O 2p hybridized orbitals. In total, as many as 24
different oxygen orbitals could contribute to the observed
MCP, and from the present isotropic MCP data it is only
possible to determine that the net O 2p unpaired spin
contribution in Y2Mn4 is nonzero. It is likely that the
dominance of the 4f contributions, accounts for the absence
of detectable 2p signals for Gd2Mn4 and Dy2Mn4.
For Y2Mn4, the YIII is diamagnetic, and all the magnetic

contributions come from the Mn 3d orbitals. For an isolated
high-spin MnIII, the magnetic moment at 4 K and 2.5 T is very
close to 4 μB, or, if the Mn were noninteracting, 16 μB/formula

Figure 1. Individual orbital-wise contributions of Gd-4f, and Mn-3d
(t2g and eg) for Gd2Mn4 at 4, 8, and 12 K.
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unit. This is considerably larger than the observed SQUID (2.4
μB) and MCP (3.3 μB) values, indicating the presence of
significant antiferromagnetic exchange coupling in this complex.
The fit of the magnetic data of the Y2Mn4 complex (see SI)
shows that the ground spin state is S = 0, but there are three
low-lying spin states namely S = 1, 2, 3, and 4 within 5 cm−1

that contribute to the magnetic moment at T = 5 K and H = 2.5
T. While it is expected that high-spin MnIII complexes will show
appreciable spin orbit coupling (|D|∼ 2−4 cm−1), the close
correspondence of μspin and μtotal for this system shows that
there is only a small orbital contribution to the magnetic
moment indicating that the total molecular anisotropy is small.
This observation is quite interesting for evaluating synthetic

strategies for preparing SMMs. One approach to the design of
SMMs is to geometrically restrict each of the MnIII ions within
a planar topology in order to compel parallel alignment of the
easy axes of each Mn ion and thus optimize the Ising-type
magnetoanisotropy of the system. By using MCP, one can
directly evaluate this strategy by subtracting the spin
component to arrive at the orbital contribution to the
magnetism. One can see for this example that despite achieving
the desired rigorous planarity of the four MnIII ions, the Ising-
type anisotropy apparently still is not additive. Thus, MCP
represents an exciting way to probe the efficacy of architectural
control for the development of molecular magnets.
Comparison of the fitted MCP results with the total moment

determined by SQUID (Table 1) shows that the MCP spin-
only moment for Gd2Mn4 (13.4 μB) is very close to the

magnetic moment obtained by SQUID (14.3 μB). This
confirms again that there is little or no orbital contribution to
the magnetic moment in this complex. The spin magnetic
moment on Gd at 4 K (11 μB, see Table 1) is within the range
corresponding to uncoupled or very weakly coupled moments
(see Figure S5). A schematic representation of the Gd2Mn4
magnetic interactions is shown in Figure 3. The GdIIIin ion

(red) is connected to the 4 MnIII atoms (green) by single
oxygen atoms (Figure 3), while the metallacrown ring Gd ion
(Gdout) is connected by two 2-atom (O−N) bridges. The inner
Gd−Mn coupling interaction (represented by light-blue lines)
most likely dominates the total GdIII−MnIII exchange, and thus
the outer Gd ion contribution can reasonably be neglected
(represented by dashed lines). The solid black lines represent
the direct Mn−Mn exchange interactions. Enhancement of the
exchange coupling between the MnIII ions can be attributed to
their interaction with the inner GdIII ion. This is represented by
the red and green vectors in Figure 3. An interesting result is
that the sign of the spin densities on Gdin and the Mn ions is
the same. This can be explained as the result of a ferromagnetic
exchange coupling between Gdin and the MnIII ions. This
ferromagnetic coupling competes with the weak antiferromag-
netic coupling between the Mn1 ions on the one hand and the
Mn2 ions on the other (see Figure S1) and thus leads to an
overall moment on Mn aligned with that of Gdin.
The behavior of Dy2Mn4 is quite different from that of the

isostructural Gd2Mn4 complex. The spin-only moment is
dominated by the Dy, and the Mn spin-only moment is
significantly smaller than in Gd2Mn4. In contrast with Y2Mn4
and Gd2Mn4, the total magnetic moment for Dy2Mn4 is
significantly larger than the spin-only moment, presumably as a
result of Dy orbital magnetic moment.
In summary, MCP measurements have allowed, for the first

time, the direct separation of spin and orbital contributions to
the total magnetic moment in metallacrown SMM materials,
allowing us to test whether structural alignment of Ising-type
ions maximizes the orbital contribution to the magnetic
moments within the system. These measurements are the
first application of MCP to molecular materials. These data

Table 1. Temperature-Dependent Orbital-Decomposed Magnetic Momentsa Determined From MCPs

temp, K μspin Dy 4f Gd 4f Mn 3d t2g Mn 3d 3z2−r2 O 2p μtotal
b

Y2Mn4
4 3.29 2.40 0.8 0.1 2.4
9 2.90 2.04 0.68 0.2

Gd2Mn4

4 13.37 10.98 1.79 0.6 14.3
8 10.54 7.98 1.90 0.63
12 8.10 5.91 1.63 0.54

Dy2Mn4
7 4.12 3.45 0.49 0.16 12.1 at 5 K
10 3.78 2.99 0.58 0.19

aAll magnetic moment values are given in Bohr magnetons per formula unit. bTotal magnetic moment from SQUID magnetization studies.

Figure 2. Individual orbital-wise contributions of Mn-3d (t2g and eg)
and delocalized O-2p for Y2Mn4 at 4 and 9 K.

Figure 3. Interpretation of magnetization of the individual spin-
component of Gd and Mn in the Gd2Mn4 MC system. The red and
green arrows illustrate the ferromagnetic alignment of the combined
moment of the Mn ions and the inner Gd ion (Gdin), while the dashed
blue arrow indicates that the outer Gd (Gdout) remains uncoupled or is
only weakly coupled to the Mn and Gd spins.
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confirm the expected 3:1 ratio of t2g:eg electrons in Mn and
demonstrate that there is little orbital magnetism from the Mn.
We find that the total magnetic moment in the Dy complex is
dominated by orbital contributions, and comparison of the data
for Dy2Mn4 and Y2Mn4 suggests that there is significant Dy−
Mn spin coupling in the former. Finally, these data provide
direct evidence for Mn−O covalency.
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